Your Council Tax explained

And how Sefton Council spends its budget on
services that benefit the communities it serves

Sefton Council




Your Council Tax explained

How much more will councill services
cost me each week in 2021/227?

The weekly increase
A of 4.99% for a Band C £ 1 . 3 9

property would be... Extra o week

2020/2021 Band C property was £27.92 aweek
2021/2022 Band C property willbe  £29.31 aweek
Increase £139 a week

* Figures for Sefton Council services not including Police, Fire, Parish and Liverpool City Region Metro Mayor tax amounts.



Your Council Tax explained

Your Council Tax for 2021/2022

Your total Council Tax for 2021/2022 supports your Council services, police, fire and the
Liverpool City Region Metro Mayor.

The Band C charges for 2021/2022 are:

Sefton Council Police Element Fire and Rescue LCR Metro Mayor Total Council Tax
Services Authority Element Charge

(including Transport and
Waste Disposal/ Recycling
provided by other bodies)

£1,524.02 £201.75 £72.89 £16.89 £1,815.55
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Your Council Tax explained

Where does every £100 of your Council Tax go?
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Adult Social Care Safeguarding Children, young people . . .
Children and families Cleaning your streets Emptying your bins
£15.42 £8.60 £1.39 £2.70

Getting rid of Keeping your Protecting your .
your rubbish roads safe health and wellbeing Skills and Jobs

£5.65 £3.43

Living, working and
having fun




Your Council Tax explained

Council budget and your
Council Tax explained

Sefton Council has now set its budget for 2021/22. As a
result of COVID-19, this is the most technical budget the
council has set. We've always managed our budget to
the highest standard despite having to make over £233m
of savings over the last 10 years so that we’re able to
continue delivering services that are most needed within
our communities, and pre-pandemic the Council was in
a robust financial position and had delivered a balanced
budget. We have an excellent track record of effectively
managing our finances and delivering financial
sustainability.

But of course, the impact of COVID-19 cannot be ignored.

At the beginning of this crisis, local authorities were
told by Government to do “whatever it takes” to support
communities. That’s what we have done, and the
response has been nothing short of incredible.

But this response comes at a cost - and the figures
involved are just startling. This is expenditure that we
haven’t made by choice, but by necessity. This year
Sefton Council has put food on the table for families who
would otherwise go hungry, housed the homeless, co-
ordinated a massive volunteer response, supported those
who are out of work due to the crisis, supplied PPE to our
frontline workers and care homes, and we’ll keep doing
everything we can to help local businesses stay afloat.

Our schools in Sefton have been fantastic, and we

have worked hard to support them in delivering home
schooling, supporting families of key workers and
ensuring the most vulnerable children continue to attend
school wherever possible.

Teams at Sefton Council have worked so hard to support
local businesses however they can. From providing advice
and information, to administering over 10,000 business
grant applications totalling nearly £70 million, plus £41
million in Retail Discount (Business Rates Holiday) has
been awarded to 1700 businesses.

The impact of the pandemic is hitting now and will be
felt for years to come. Local authorities need continual
funding. Every Council has seen a rise in demand for
services, but also a loss of income from fees and charges
and reductions in council tax and business rates.

We've been calling on Government for months to deliver
the resources the Council needs to support residents.

So how has the Government responded to our calls for
increased and continual funding?

With announcements that are nothing more than smoke
and mirrors!

The Government will have you believe that they are
making £1 billion of funding available for local authorities
for social care. What they won't tell you is that £700
million of that comes from allowing councils to increase
council tax. This is incredibly unfair, and only transfers
the burden on to every single local resident and council
tax payer. But we have no choice. The Government

are simply not providing local authorities, such as

Sefton Council, with the funding they need to deliver
essential services.

Therefore, the Council will need to continually monitor
and evaluate the impact of the pandemic and make any
required decisions as they arise throughout the year.
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Council budget and your Council Tax explained

Our biggest risks still come from Children’s Social Care
and income from council tax and business rates; and for
a Council of our size and complexity, our level of reserves
remains low and needs increasing.

Which is why we’re left with no choice but to increase
Council Tax once again this year to help fund the
unprecedented demand on Children’s Social Care and

to be able to continue to provide the everyday services
residents rely on. That means that for the provision of
council services, it will cost the majority of householders
an extra £1.39 or less per week (figures based on a
Band C property).

Nevertheless, we will strive to ensure that essential
services that safeguard the most vulnerable residents
across the whole borough are protected and prioritised
in addition to ensuring that financial sustainability is
maintained.

This is no easy feat and when I look around the
borough, I'm still amazed and impressed with the
quantity and quality of services that we still continue
to offer.

I am immensely proud of the way in which the Council
has responded to the Covid-19 pandemic, working in
very demanding and challenging times. We've faced a
rollercoaster of tightening and relaxing of restrictions
and ever-changing guidance over the last few months,
but essential council services continued throughout
the pandemic and I just want to go on record, once

again, and thank all Council staff for the tremendous
work, commitment and dedication over these last few
months.

Throughout this difficult and uncertain time, I am proud
that the people of Sefton have come together to support
their friends and neighbours, and I have been heartened
by the number of people coming forward to volunteer
their time and energy to help their communities.

But community spirit is not enough, and we will also
continue to press the Government to keep the promise
made by Ministers to provide us with the funding to
support our communities.

There are still many positives within the budget.

Projects and programmes which started in 2020/21

will continue and come to fruition during this year.
Unashamedly ambitious schemes which will bring with
them continued and sustained economic growth, such
as the Southport Town Deal, which could see £50 million
come to Southport, the redevelopment of Crosby Lakeside
Adventure Centre, a brand-new Southport Market, and of
course, our exciting plans for the future of Bootle Strand
and Bootle Town Centre regeneration. All of this activity
demonstrates our commitment to delivering our 2030
Vision for Sefton.

Take Care
Best wishes

Cllr Ian Maher, Leader of Sefton Council
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What do you get for your money? -
Here’s what we expect to spend in 2021/22
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Your Council Tax explained

Children’s social care Is being pushed to the ?
limit. The number of children in our care has
Increased by over 60% since 2010

375 618

(2010) (2020)
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Your Council Tax explained

Key Council Facts:

276,410 223

residents

This includes:

6,000

. Nature reserves and
Long-term miles of sites of scientific

service users interest

1,300/ 8 M 60

Children are
safeguarded Leisure Centres Libraries

2 6 Main
parks

0-17 year olds 54,057 (19.6%).
National average England is 21%)

18-64 year olds 157,227 (56.9%)
National average England is 60.2%)

65 years and above 65,126 (23.6%).
The national average in England is 18.4%

128,519
30,616

8,044 Children

with special . .
educational needs || Miles of glorious
and disabilities coast

140%

Other parks and
green spaces




